	REAL ESTATE  7A  section 24199
SPRING SEMESTER 13-Merritt College

	Course Description: This is an introductory course in the basics of the real estate appraisal profession. It presents an overview of selected topics to aid students who wish to apply for the Office of Real Estate Appraiser's Trainee Exam. You will learn about the techniques of appraising land, improvements, how finance affects appraisers,  and property description. Students must take this course to be licensed real estate appraisers  in the state of California.

Dates: The course begins on January 22 and ends on May 24.

Instructor: Miss Joanna Ratkovich, M.A., M.B.A., Licensed CA Real Estate Broker, Certified-General Real Estate Appraiser, AQB-Certified USPAP Instructor.

Instructor Contact/Office Hours: The instructor is available 24/7 at the following email addresses : jratkovich@peralta.edu and ratkovj@wlac.edu. Also, Moodle ( the course Web site)  has a Messenger function as does the Rockwell Web site at www.rockwelleducation.com. Technical issues should be directed to the help desk at Peralta (online@peralta.edu). 

Course Location Online: The course is located at http://online.peralta.edu/spring2013/.
Required Text: You must buy the shrink-wrapped Online Course Bundle, in which the text is enclosed with the Student Guide. The textbook is  REAL ESTATE APPRAISAL by Joseph F. Schram, Jr.  It is the 6th edition published in 2012 by the Rockwell Company. No used texts or texts unaccompanied by the Student Guide are permitted. The key code is located in the enclosed Student Guide; you will use it to access the online quizzes. You will see the link to the quiz web site right in the Moodle class Web site as you start the course.

Course Requirements: Be sure to complete the Moodle Orientation before starting the course. It will help you navigate through the course Web site. The course is graded on the following basis: Weekly quizzes, 20%; Final Exam, 40%; Forum discussion comments, 20%; and Student Glossary Assignment, 20%. More information about the Discussion and  Glossary assignments will be found on the Moodle course Web site. An "A" grade is from 90-100%; a "B" grade is from 80-90%; a "C: grade is from 70-80%; and a "D" grade is from 60-70%. No grade of "Incomplete" is allowed except for emergencies, nor will I grant anyone an extension of time to complete the final exam.  The grade you earn is the grade you will get.  All work must be completed by midnight of May 24. Please pay close attention to the course calendar, as I will post the last date to drop the course (April 24)  with a grade of "W".  Students are responsible for dropping a course; the instructor will not drop any student from this course without first contacting the student.

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:  The objectives of this course are to prepare the student for the state appraiser trainee exam and to make the appraiser a critical and valuable member of the sales/investment transaction. The learning outcomes are quantitative reasoning, critical thinking and ethics.  Basic math for  appraisers is included in this course and satisfies the reasoning requirement; the judicious manner in which the appraiser trainee handles his/her part of the assignment and the analysis of the data satisfies the critical thinking requirement; and ethics is present in all aspects of the trainee appraiser's professional duties toward his/her clients and customers.  Specific course-level student learning outcomes are the three approaches to value, market analyses and highest and best use analysis and   are assessed by quizzes, final exam, discussion forum comments and student glossary contributions.

Course Outline: Since this is a regular semester (16 weeks), you should complete at least one  chapter per week. This is a self-paced course, which means you set your own schedule whenever you want to work on the course. There are no due dates for any assignment or quiz.  Just make sure that all 14 quizzes, the final exam , the Glossary and the Discussion Forum assignments are completed by May 24, the end of the Spring 13 session. Pace yourself so that you have ample time to devote to the final exam on or before May 24. You may also take the final exam sooner if you finish the quizzes sooner. Note that you are responsible only for the 14 end-of-chapter quizzes - not the exercises within the Power Point Presentations. A complete lesson consists of reading a chapter in the text, viewing the multimedia Power Point Presentation online ( at www.rockwelleducation.com)  and then taking the quiz at the end of the Power Point Presentation. The final exam is also located after the end of the last chapter's quiz; you need not click on the Submit button after finishing the  final exam.  I will receive the results on my Instructor’s roster automatically.



	PROPOSED SELF-_STUDY OUTLINE (Optional)

	WEEK #/ CHAPTER
	TOPIC
	ASSIGNMENT

	Week #1/Chapter 1
	Introduction


	Read Chapter in Text, view presentation, do quiz

	Week # 2/Chapter 2
	Value
	"

	Week#3/Chapter3
	The Appraisal Process
	"

	Week # 4/ Chapter 4
	Property Description
	"

	Week # 5/Chapter 5
	Data Collection
	"

	Week #6/ Chapter 6
	Site Valuation
	"

	Week #7/Chapter 7
	Residential Construction
	"

	Week #8/Chapter 8
	Cost Approach
	"

	Week #9/Chapter 9
	Sales Comparison Approach
	"

	Week#10/Chapter10
	Income Approach
	"

	Week#11/Chapter11
	Reconciliation
	"

	Week#12/Chapter12
	The Report
	"

	Week#13/Chapter13
	Special Interests
	"

	Week#14/
	No Assignment
	  

	Week#15/Chapter14
	The Profession
	“

	Week#16
	Review for Final Exam
	Final Exam 

	
	
	


 

 
